Docket No. 1293.1291 

What is claimed Is: 

1 . A method of recording an audio/video {AN) signal, comprising: 
selecting a category item for the AA/ signal; 

storing category information abouttheAA/ signal, the category information including 
the category item; and 

recording the AA/ signal to a storage medium. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the category information is stored in a 
memory provided separately from the storage medium. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the category information is stored in the 
storage medium together with the AA/ signal. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the category item selecting, comprises : 
extracting feature information in which a category of the AN signal is seized; 
comparing the feature information with a predetennined category list; and 
selecting the category item for the AA^ signal based on a result of the comparison. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein the AN signal recording comprises: 
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determining a compression ratio for the AA/ signal according to the category item 
selected for the AN signal, and recording the AA/ signal, which is compressed at the 
compression ratio, to the storage medium. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein the category item is selected by a user. 

7. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
allowing a user to add a category item. 

8. A method of searching a storage medium, which stores one or more 
audio/video (AA/) signals, for one of the AA/ signals, comprising: 

displaying, when a search for the AA/ signal is requested, a category list of the one or 
more A/V signals stored in the storage medium; 

displaying, when a category item to be searched for is selected from the displayed 
category list, a list of the A/V signals falling under the category item; and 

reading, when the A/V signal is selected from the list of A/V signals, the selected AA/ 
signal from the storage medium and displaying the selected AA/ signal. 

9. A method of searching a storage medium, which stores one or more 
audio/video (AA/) signals, for one of the A/V signals, comprising: 
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displaying, when a search fortheAA/ signal is requested, a category item for at least 
one of the AN signals stored in the storage medium and a list of at least one of the AA/ 
signals falling under the category item; and 

searching, when the AA/ signal to be searched for is selected from the displayed 
category item and AA/ signal list, the storage medium for the selected AA/ signal. 

1 0. A method of searching a storage medium, which stores one or more 
audio/video (A/V) signals, for one of the AA/ signals, comprising: 

displaying, when a user inputs a category item to be searched for through a graphic 
user interface, a list of the one or more AA/ signals falling under the category item among the 
one or more AA/ signals stored in the storage medium; and 

searching, when the AA/ signal to be searched for is selected from the displayed list 
of one or more AA/ signals, the storage medium for the selected A/V signal. 

11. An apparatus for recording an audio/video (AA/) signal, comprising: 
a first storage medium storing one or more AA/ signals; 

a demultiplexing processor demultiplexing one of the input AA/ signals, extracting 
feature information in which a category of the input AA/ signal is seized, and transmitting the 
input AA/ signal to the first storage medium; 
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a controller selecting and storing a category item for the input AA/ signal based on 
the feature information provided from the demultiplexing processor and controlling the 
demultiplexing processor to record the input AA/ signal to the first storage medium; and 

a second storage medium storing category information including the category item. 

1 2. The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the controller detemnines a compression 
ratio for the input AA/ signal according to the category item and provides information on the 
determined compression ratio to the demultiplexing processor, and the demultiplexing 
processor compresses the input AA/ signal at the compression ratio and transmits the 
compressed AN signal to the first storage medium. 

1 3. An apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the feature information extracted by the 
demultiplexing processor is system information (SI) contained in the input A/V signal, or 
additional infomiation received together with the input A/V signal. 

14. An apparatus of claim 13, wherein the SI comprises extended text table (ETT) 
information, extended channel name descriptor (ECND) infonnation, and network text table 
information provided from a Program and System Infonnation Protocol (PSIP) or 
Out-Of-Band System Information (OOBSI). 
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15. An apparatus of claim 13, wherein the SI is used when the input AA/ signal is 
a digitai signal. 

16. An apparatus of claim 13, wherein the additional information is used when the 
input AA/ signal is an analog signal. 

17. An apparatus of claim 13, wherein the additional information received 
together with the input AA/ signal, is received through the same channel or a different 
channel than the input AA/ signal. 

18. An apparatus for searching a first storage medium, which stores one or more 
audio/video (A/V) signals, for one of the AN signals, comprising: 

an information input unit inputting information pertaining to a request of searching for 
the AN signal stored in the first storage medium; 

a second storage medium storing category information including a category list of the 
one or more AN signals stored in the first storage medium; 

a display unit displaying the category list; and 

a controller reading the category list from the second storage medium and controlling 
the category list to be displayed on the display unit when the search request infomnation is 
received from the information input unit, and when the AN signal falling under a particular 
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category item is selected from the displayed category list through the information input unit, 
reading the selected AN signal from the first storage medium. 

19. An apparatus for recording an audio/video (AN) signal to a storage medium, 
comprising: 

a selecting unit selecting a category item for the AN signal; 
a storing unit storing category infonnation about the AN signal, the category 
information including the category item; and 

a recording unit recording the AN signal to the storage medium. 

20. An apparatus according to claim 1 9, wherein the category information is 
stored in a memory provided separately from the storage medium. 

21 . An apparatus according to claim 1 9, wherein the category information is 
stored in the storage medium together with the AN signal. 

22. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the selective unit comprises: 
an extracting unit extracting feature information in which a category of the AA/ signal 

is seized; and 



21 



Docket No. 1293.1291 



a comparing unit comparing the feature information with a predetermined category 
list, wherein the selecting unit selects the category item for the AN signal based on a result 
of the comparison. 

23. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the recording unit comprises: 

a determining unit determining a compression ratio for the AN signal according to the 
category item selected for the AN signal, the recording unit recording the AA/ signal, which 
is compressed at the compression ratio, to the storage medium. 

24. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the category item is selected by 

a user. 

25. An apparatus according to claim 19, further comprising: 
an input unit to enable a user to add a category item. 

26. An apparatus for searching a storage medium, which stores one or more 
audio/video (AN) signals, for one of the AN signals, comprising: 

a display unit displaying, when a search for the AA/ signal is requested, a category 
list of the one or more AA/ signals stored in the storage medium, and, when a category Item 
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to be searched for is selected from the displayed category list, a list of the AA/ signals falling 
under the category item; and 

a reading unit reading, when the AN signal is selected from the list of AA/ signals, the 
selected AN signal from the storage medium and displaying the selected AN signal on the 
displaying unit. 

27. A method of searching a storage medium, which stores one or more 
audio/video (AA/) signals, for one of the AN signals, comprising: 

displaying, when a search for the AN signal is requested, a category item for at least 
one of the AN signals stored in the storage medium and a list of at least one of the AN 
signals falling under the category item; and 

searching, when the AN signal to be searched for is selected from the displayed 
category item and AN signal list, the storage medium for the selected AN signal. 

28. An apparatus for searching a storage medium, which stores one or more 
audio/video (AA/) signals, for one of the AN signals, comprising: 

a display unit displaying, when a user inputs a category item to be searched for 
through a graphic user interface, a list of the one or more AN signals falling under the 
category item among the one or more AN signals stored in the storage medium; and 
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a searching unit searching, when the AN signal to be searched for is selected from 
the displayed list of one or more AA/ signals, the storage medium for the selected AN signal. 

29 . A method comprising : 

extracting a category item from an audio/video (AA/) signal to be recorded to a 
storage medium; 

storing the extracted category item; and 
searching for the AA/ signal using the category item. 

30. A method according to claim 29, wherein, the AN signal is compressed at a 
compression ratio determined based on the category item of the AA/ signal when recording 
the AN signal to the storage medium. 

31 . An apparatus comprising: 

an extracting unit extracting a category item from an audio/video (AA/) signal to be 
recorded to a storage medium; 

a storing unit storing the extracted category item; and 

a searching unit searching for the AN signal using the category item. 
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32. An apparatus according to claim 31 , wlierein, the AA/ signal is compressed at 
a compression ratio determined based on the category item of the AA/ signal when recording 
the AN signal to the storage medium. 
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